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HOW  NATION-STATE SYSTEM  LED TO THE OUTBEAK 
OF CONFLICT? 

 
M Ausaf Khan 

 
Introduction of nation state system 

 
Usually  a  nation -state  called  a  “country”, a “nation” or “state” but  technically  

it  is  specific  form  of  sovereign  state  means  a  political  entity  on  a  territory  which  
is  guided  by  a  nation . The  nation  derives  its  constitution  from  their  cultural  norms  
or  from  the  religion  set  of  values  later  became  their  legitimacy  to  efficiently  serve  
their  citizens. 

 
The  modern  nation  state  is  relatively  17th  century’s  event  in  human  history  

emerging  after  “Renaissance  and  “Reformation”.  These  two  major  events  change  
the  concept  of  governing  bodies  almost  globally  “Kingdoms”  or  “Christian-Dom”  
replace  by  competitive  &  professional  state  bureaucracies  who  can  governs  large  
groups  of  people  impersonally .  Like  ‘Frederick  ii  of  Prussia’  consider  as  first  
cited  originators  of  modern  state  bureaucracy . It  is  based  on  idea  the  state  can  
treat  large  number  of  people  equally  by  efficient  application  of  law  by  the  
bureaucratic  machinery  of  the  state. 
 
 
Nature of nation-state as working for self-interests 

 
The  whole  system  is  amalgamation  of  certain  classes  of  society  their  

accelerating  bodies  run  the  system  of  state . As  state  is  human  dependent  entity  so  
human  nature  reflects  in  the  system  some  greediness , cruelty  or  selfishness . 

 
History  tells  us  as  peoples  material  comfort  grows , they  do  not  tend  to  

stop  wanting  more  in  fact , quite  opposite  happens  as  societies  evolves  from  pre-
modern  to  modern  conditions  people  gain  time , educational  background  and 
security  to  turn  their  attentions  to  political  and  social  desires  at  the  same  time , 
because  state  policies  matter  more  to  people  living  in  modernizing  economies  and  
in  urban  areas  than  to  illiterate  farmers  in  traditional  rural  societies  , city  dwellers  
tend  to  be  more  politicized  than  historical  peasants  and  demand  more  autonomy  
from  their  rulers. 

 
Like  in  various  societies  there  are  mass  urbanization  and  they  reacts  in  

different  ways  to  mass  urbanization . ‘Like  in  China,  urbanization  has  been  a 
driving  force  behind  lifting  of  hundreds  of  millions  of  people  out  of  extreme  
poverty . but  urbanization  has  lifted  them  as  the  same  time  into  a  new  political  
consciousness  and  is  creating  new  sources  of  tension  within  China  and  
consequentially , in  the  region  around  it.  
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This  sort  of  situations  within  states  leads  societies  towards  competition  of 
advancements  and  innovations. This  is  also  a  way  in  which  domestic  change  and 
economic  development  poses  challenges  for  the  maintenance  of  international  peace. 
When  rapid  technological  change  hits  major  world  societies ,  changes  in  the  
balance  of global power often follow. 

 
The superiority of United sates depended on developments in technology and 

management that allowed for global supply chains in a multitude of industries, United 
states is not the last society which has gone through this process we are having more this 
sort of and in future we should be prepare to see more nations grow in terms of 
international power due to technological modernization, we should also be prepared to 
see other nations fall behind -as, at present we see in the European Union. The rise and 
fall of great powers is a destabilizing force in world politics in 21 first century will see 
the emergence of more new powers as well as decline of existing ones it’s all because the 
nation-state building structure that led by progressive bureaucracies or establishments. 

 
 
Nation-state rising as threat for international peace 
(pre- conflict analysis) (concluding lines) 
  
Under the banner of nation building the internal development are likely to create 
challenging conditions for diplomats and foreign policy makers. Like European rulers 
have often found nationalism to be an effective means of building domestic social 
cohesion and stability in the times of great stress and rapid urbanization, but nationalist 
passion has consequences for foreign policy. Nationalism and its embrace by rulers and 
policy makers in Europe up through World War II even in non-democratic polities 
pushed leaders towards policies that made war more likely. 
  
At the outset of World War I , the local quarrel between Austria-Hungary and Serbia was 
allowed to grow into a catastrophic global conflict in large part because diplomats and 
policy makers did not capable to understand the outcomes of rail technology for military 
strategy and, therefore, for decisions about war and peace once one power started to 
mobilize its forces. 

 
For example, according contemporary world, we must respond to cyber-attacks of 

strategic intensity and consequence on a split-second basis; events will move so quickly 
in a crisis that, that absent good intelligence and analysis that enables them to prepare for 
a crisis before it occurs, our leaders will be as helpless as our predecessors were 100 
years ago. 

 
There is another way in which rapid technological change tends to destabilize 

international politics. Technological progress of nations has consequences beyond just 
world’s biggest and fastest changing societies. It enables small powers and even non-state 
actors (ISIS, AL Qaida,) to wield greater destructive force than ever before. The 
developments of nuclear weapons by small states like North Korea is a likely foretaste of 
contemporary world. Chemical, cyber, and ultimately biological weapons developments 
will place the kind of destructive power. 
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We must know the international economic policy has been one of America’s best 
tools in ensuring the developments of a peaceful and stable international order. However, 
the same rapid challenge that destabilizes international politics has made and will make 
the task of international economic management significantly more challenging. It is not 
only the reason international economy is developing both financial and trade linkages that 
challenge the ability of policy makers to develop effective policies to stabilize the 
international financial and economic system. It is also the case that technological 
advances are steadily transforming financial markets, speeding up the pace of trading , 
allowing for the development of increasingly complex financial instruments and trading 
strategies that collectively produces ‘new kinds of risk of conflicts as the contemporary 
world has emerged new market of finance so nations present concern is related to this 
platform and has  created the new zone of conflict in the name of protectionism.’i we 
have full flesh example of US-China protectionist an open conflict where tariffs are day 
by day increasing to suppression which has been making the world unrestful in the 
name of nation-state progress. 
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i Dudley, Federal reserve bank of  New York, speech, May 11,2017. 
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